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EASTER CAMP-OUT, 1919 


By Clive E. Lord, Hon. Secretary 


Sines the formation of the Tasmanian 
Field Naturalists’ Club in 1994, excur¬ 
sions into that infer! sting realm of 
nature, "the bush,” have always been 
prominent features of the club’s activi¬ 
ties. As the club grow, : he seashore and 
later the floor of the ocean itself were 
added to the collecting grounds of til 1 
members. In pre-war days we used to 
charter a large coastal steamer, and sail 
away to the eastward. The camp would 
be pitched amid the pine fring.d gran¬ 
ite coasts of I'Tpycin f Peninsula, or 
some such beauty spot, and our vessel 
used for making excursions, or for the 
purpose of dredging specimens from Nep¬ 
tune’s garden. In 1914 one hundred mem¬ 
bers formed the camp at Wineglass Jlav, 
but since that time the war cloud has 
overshadowed all things. It was con¬ 
sidered advisable to keep the club’s ac¬ 
tivities in working order, however, and 
for the past few years smaller camps 
have been held at places nearer home. 
This year it was resolved to visit Eagle- 
hawk Neck, which had neon previously 
visited in 191B. and when all arrange¬ 
ments were complete, if was founu that 
the camping party would number forty 
members. As in previous years, an ad¬ 
vance party left in order to prepare the 
catnip for the main body. Accordingly 
on Wednesday morning, April 18, a few 
members in charge of all the camp im- 
nodimenta lift Hobart by the s.s. Car- 
tola. and arrived at Eagtehawk Neck at 
lunch time. Here the numerous pack¬ 
ages and,articles indispensable to a camp 
were loaded on to waggons and conveyed 
to the camp site. Owing to the kindness'' 
of Mr. denies, this was on his pro¬ 
perly. Peudennis. An open clearing sur¬ 
rounded by scrub and tall enenlypts was 
the chosen spot, and as it was' in close 
proximity to the bench, and a running 
creek supplied the camp with water, it 
was an almost ideal base upon which 
to found a camp. A start was immedi¬ 
ately made to erect the tents, and a pro¬ 
portion of our labours was accomplish¬ 
ed when darkness fell, and we assembled 


around the camp fire to enjoy a well 
earned meal. Next morning the autumn 
sun shone brightly, and after courting 
Neptune we continued the work of con¬ 
structing the miniature village, and this 
took most of tlie day. 

Kaglelmwk Neck has an interesting his¬ 
tory. As is well known, it is emeuy 
noted for being the only gateway to Gov¬ 
ernor Arthur’s "Natural Penitentiary” 
of Tasman’s Peninsula. Its connection 
with the convict era will ever remain, 
but apart front this it has historical sur¬ 
roundings of earlier date, and these, to¬ 
gether with the natural wonders of Tas¬ 
man's Arch, the Tesselated Pavement, 
and the Blowhole, will forever entwine 
the charm of romance with the other 
beauties of this locality. Along this 
rugged (except for exceptional intervals, 
such as Eaglelnawk Nick) section of the 
coast, Tasman first sailed his ships in 
November, 1642, and made known to the 
world the existence of u portion of Terra 
Australis. His ships were anchored a 
Few miles to the north of the Neck. Hire, 
too, i,n 1772, came the ill-fated Marion 
du Fresne, and it was on this voyage 
that the Tasmanian aboriginals were first 
met with, and, alas, some killed. The 
third European, us far as our present 
day records are aware, and the first Brit¬ 
ish navigator to sail along this section, 
was Captain Furneiuix, in 1773, and in 
1777 Captain Cook himself sailed by. The 
next visitor was Captain liligh. in the 
Bounty, in 1788. during the course of his 
ill-fated expedition. He visited the island 
again in 1792, when on a second and more 
successful expedition in quest of the 
bread fruit trees of Tahiviti. In 1789 
came Ca»tain Cox. in Hie Mercury, and 
it was In- who drew up the first chart 
of Maria Island. The exploring work 
of the French Admiral, Bruny D'Entre¬ 
casteaux, in 1792, and again in 1793, did 
much to advance the knowledge of Tas¬ 
manian geography. Commodore Sir John 
Hayes, who visited the island in 1793, 
spent most of his time in the Denvent 
estuary. It was not until the summer 
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of 1798-99 that Tasmania, or as it was 
then known. Van Diemen’s Land, was 
first circumnavigated by Bass and Flind¬ 
ers in their Ufi-ion sloop the Norfolk. 
As far as the Fast Coast is concerned, 
the first detailsd surveys were carried 
out by the French during Baud in’s ex¬ 
pedition in 1802. It was owing to the 
attention being paid to this portion of 
the great Southern Continent by the 
French which caused the first settlement 
of the English on the Derwent on Sep¬ 
tember 7, 1803. From the foregoing it 
will be seen that the south-eastern por¬ 
tion of Tasmania's const lin has an in¬ 
teresting history, and when we pitched 
our ramp amidst the eucalypfs, on a 
knoll overlooking a long section of the 
coast, it is not to he wondered at that 
we let our thoughts revert to days gone 
by. 

We dw ll in the present, however, and 
the arrival of the main warty at 11 
o’clock on Thursday evening gave an 
animated appearance to the camp. From 
now onward . .a* camp was in full swing. 
We were particularly fortunate as re¬ 
gards the weather. Each day was a 
-1>1 ndid example of Tasmania's autumn 
at. its best, A grey dawn gave place to 
radiant sunshine, which irildrd the fore¬ 
shore. and caused the breaking rollers to 
merge into millions of glittering gems 
of light. Neptune’s (lenient called forth 
the campers, and the majority partici¬ 
pated in aquatic evolutions until the 
sound of the breakfast gong echoes 
through the forest. Before long a gen¬ 
eral assembly took plat* under the large 
dining lent, and full justice was done 
to the first meal of the day. Plans 
would then he made for the excursions, 
and soon various parties, carry in-' well- 
filled kit hags, containing the midday 
meal, would be s en leaving the camp. 
Some would be bent upon collecting 
natural history specimens, others on 
securing photograph-, while many went 
forth in the full enjoyment of the open 
air life to enjoy a day amid tli. beauties, 
of nature. All places were visited. Some J 
preferred the surge of the sea and the] 
towering storm cleft cliffs, some th, wood -1 
ed hillsides and the rocky mountain 
crags, while others wended their way to 
the romantic fern gullies, where the 
beech - and diek-onias met overhead and 
formed an emerald dome. 

To the north of the bay there was the 
Tosselated Pavement. Fitaroy Glen, and 
other places well worthy of visiting. To 
the south, within a mile or so of the . 
camp, were the Blowhole, Tasman’s 
Arch, the Devil's Kitchen, and Fossil 
Island; while further south was Water¬ 
fall Bay and The Pinnacle. Behind the 
camp rose Cash’s Lookout, and it was 
from here that many of the campers 
used to spend pleasant hours in observ¬ 


ing the panorama spread at the base of 
the hill, and rolling away into the dim 
distance until the blue tones of the sea 
and sky merged into one, or the grey 
shades of the inland mountains were ab¬ 
sorbed by (lie clouds. As the campers 
boiled their billies among such sur¬ 
roundings ne these it is little no be 
wondered at that they should desire to 
know something of tlie early history of 
the locality, and that such should be 
asked for and given in impromptu talks 
by those who chanced to be conversant 
with it. 

With clear autumn skies and scarcely 
a ripple on the water for the whole 
period of the camp, 1 it was only natural 
that every advantage should be taken of 
tho beautiful weather and excursions 
made to the numerous places of interest. 
Here all sections found much to admire, 
while the more scientific members pur¬ 
sued their botanical or zoological studies, 
and at the same time made holiday in 
true camping spirit. The botanical 

section, under the leadership of Air. 
Bodway, had a busy time. As regards 
the zoology, we were unable to undertake 
ally marine dredging work this year, 
owing to the laek of a suitable boat. It 
is also to be regretted that the native 
mammalian fauna of Tasmania cannot 
be studied without long excursions be¬ 
ing made into the less settled parts of 
the bush. The present indiscriminate 
destruction of our native fauna is a 
matter that demands immediate atten¬ 
tion if we are to preserve certain 
species from extinction. One day dur¬ 
ing; the eanip a number of us spent dig¬ 
ging in the sandhills in an endeavour 
to locate some more aboriginal remains, 
as a few months ago I had removed 
portion .‘ of about a score of skeletons 
from this locality lo the Tasmanian 
.Museum (as reported in the proceedings 
of the lioyal Society of Tasmania for 
1918). We now long for relics of the 
extinct Tasmania a.hoiiginals, and 
they have a high scientific value. But 
we do not take heed of the teaching of 
history. Unless active steps are taken, 
many highly interesting forms of our na¬ 
tive fauna will soon be as extinct as 
the Tasmanian aboriginal and the Tas¬ 
manian emu. 

Batter protection should also be afford- 
‘ed our natural beauty spots. The won¬ 
der- nf (file Blowhole and Tasman's 
Arch attract thousands of tourists to 
this locality, and tho native flora around 
these places should be preserved. In- 
otead of this, we found the country 
cleared by fire. A pretty patch of na¬ 
tive trees near the Blowhole was burnt 
out on Easter Sunday, and was evidently 
wilfully set on fire. As well as better 
protection being afforded to safeguard 
tho natural features, a little expendi- 
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ture in cutting tracks to such places as 
Cash’s Lookout would well repay the 
•mall outlay. Since our last visit con¬ 
siderable improvements have been car¬ 
ried out by the Scenery Preservation 
Board, but the district is worthy of even 
more being done. 

And as each day passeil and the 
autumn sun sank behind the hills, the 
various parties would return. The open 
air life was responsible for the anxious 
glances cast towards the dining tent,, 
where the acetylene flares would soon 
be burning brightly and the campers 
exchanging accounts of the day’s out¬ 
ings. 

As the Easter moon rose from the sea 
and illuminated the white shapes of the 
tents among the trees, a huge camp lire 
would be set alight, and the forests 
would ring with the melody of the 
camp choruses and songs. To the musi¬ 
cal members of the party we wore in¬ 
debted very considerably, for it is t<j 
them that our thanks must be accord¬ 


ed for many pleasant hours spent around 
the camp lire. The musical selections 
would bo interspersed with nature talks 
and other topics. After supper the 
company would gradually diminish, and 
lie members retire to their tents, to be 
lulled to sleep by the rhytlim a tic beat 
ot the surge upon the shore. 

And so tlie time passed all too quickly, 
ami many were the regrets expressed 
when Tuesday afternoon arrived, and 
it was time to leave, All set to work 
",i.t1 1 a "ill. however, and the miniature 
village and its occupants disappeared as 
though '*>>’ a magician's wand. All were 
aboard the s.s. Cartel a l>v I o’clock, and 
a start made for home. After calling at 
•n'»A rn Hobart was reached at 

Hl.sn, after a most pleasant trip. The 
calm and enjoyable return voyage was 
a fitting termination to the jileasant 
unjs that we had spent during the recent 
camp, ami in this manner the fifteenth 
annual camp of the Field Naturalists’ 
blub came to an end. 


BOTANICAL NOTES 


By L. Rodway, C.M.G. 

This is the second time within the 
last few years that the F.N.C. has made 
H® Raster camp in the vicinity of 
Laglohawk Neck, the former occasion 
being in April, 1916. In the report of 
that event may be found some refer¬ 
ence to the eucalvpts, orchids, ferns, and 
dune-flora found there. One of the most 
interesting groups of flowering plants 
wo have in Tasmania is tint known as 
the Protea family. This is a large, but 
perfectly natural, family, and was given 
ihe name Protea on account of the great 
diversity of forms of the plants included 
nl R*totetrs are common throughout 

the Southern hemisphere, and they 
spread to tropical Asia and up through 
the countries bordering on the Pacific, 
as far north as Japan. There is one 
feature common to all members of the' 
family, namely, a reduced or leathery 
condition of tile foliage, with very sunk¬ 
en pores. This stiucture is evidently 
an adaptation to a dry climate where the 
reduction of evaporation is a prime 
necessity. 

_ War a tali is a typical proteaccous 
plant, and to understand the structure 
ot its flower is to recognise all mem¬ 
bers of the family. The flowers may lie 
m loose or dense clusters; they may be 
single or in dense heads, but if we learn 
the structure of one proteaceous flower 


Government Botanist 


we shall be able to recognise any mem- 
.the group, for in Tasmania no 
other flower is formed like it. The 
flower possesses but one floral envelope, 
and this is split into four sections. Each 
section of 111 is perianth bears a stamen 
in a depression near its tip. In the 
middle of the flower is a single linear 
body, very like the same organs in a 
pea-flower, which will develop into the 
Iruit. In the vicinity of our camp there 
wr re six members of the family. Wara- 
tah. with its crimson flowers, needs no 
tnrt her description. There were two 
species of Hakea, II. pugioniformis was 
common. It was rigid and prickly, and 
would form an cxccllont hedge; the 
fruit: is shaped somewhat like a dagger, 
■he other llakea occurred at the top 
oi (’ash's Lookout. It had a small sig¬ 
moid fruit. This to a vivid imagina- 
* ion has somewhat the appearance of the 
human larynx, on which it has received 
the inappropriate name of H, epiglottis. 
The foliage of these Habeas is reduced 
to linear spines on account of which 
they have been sometimes mistaken for 
pines. 

Another common protea was a little 
slirul) with rather fern-like leaves. It 
is commonly, called Fairy-fern, which is 
unfortunate, a s it is not at all related 
to the ferns. The fruit, when open, is 
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very like a guitar, and the name guitar 
plant is much more suitable. The flowers 
are in loose clusters, creamy white, anti 
in structure exactly like the flowers of 
waratah. The scientific name is Loma- 
tia, which is easy enough to be used as 
a popular name. Another member of 
the family on the lower slopes of Cash’s 
Lookout was Persoonia. The leaves were 
numerous, about half an inch long, lin¬ 
ear, and very sharp. The flowers were 
yellow, and single at the base of a few 
of the leaves- the fruit is a dirk berry. 

The only other member of the family 
observed was the common honeysuckle. 
This is an unsatisfactory name, for it 
is no relation to or at all like the honey¬ 
suckle of the Old Country. It is named 
Banksia, after Sir Joseph Banks, who 
well earned distinction as a botanist m 
the early days of Australian explora¬ 


tion. Banksia is easy and euphonious, 
and every effort should be made to 
encourage its use. The flowers in Bank¬ 
sia are clustered into dense oblong 
heads, but if a flower he dissected out 
it will be found to be built just as in 
waratah. A tree which we do not de¬ 
vote much attention to, simply because 
it is so common, is sheoak. Yet this is 
to the botanist perhaps the most in¬ 
teresting tree in Australia, or rather its 
family the Casuarfnas deserves this dis¬ 
tinction. It is a unique type of vegeta¬ 
tion, clearly of the flowering division 
known as dieotyls. it has the general 
appearance of a conifer. The water con¬ 
serving design of its anatomy reaches 
llie limit of effectiveness, and under 
what conditions it can have been evolved 
can only be conjectured to have been 
of persistent drought. 


GEOLOGICAL NOTES 

By W. H. Clemes, B.A., B.Sc. 


The geology of Eaglehawk Neck, 
though extremely simple, is neverthe¬ 
less very interesting. The main features 
of interest are the structures and fossils 
1.1 be found in the Permo-carbon- 
iferous mudstones, which are well-devel¬ 
oped along the coast. Tile cliffs have 
bold vertical faces, somewhat quaintly 
sculptured owing to the regular joint¬ 
ing, and reaching upwards in places to 
the height of fully 1,000 feet, lmt the 
bare rock is often beautified and screen¬ 
ed by the clinging vegetation, which finds 
a precarious foothold on the ledge- 
hollowed out by the moist sea winds. 
The horizontal bedding planes and ver¬ 
tical joints would lead one to imagine 
that the cliffs were the work of titanic 
builders, labouring to protect the land 
from the fierce assault of the waves, 
and building a wall that would reach 
even to the skies. The foundations 
must have been badly laid, as numerous 
faults arc visible, and the beds are 
sometimes slightly dipping to the south¬ 
east. The lower beds are gritty con¬ 
glomerates, whose studded surface hears 
eloquent testimony to the eokl of the 
early Peiimo-earbmiiferous age. The 
stones were transported there by the ice 
floes, which abounded in that great bay 
which includes most of what is now 
South-Eastern Tanmonia, and whose 
melting caused them to sink down to 
tho mud of that ancient sea-floor. 


Granite blocks are there, brought from 
the distant granite fringe fair out to 
sea, together with rocks from still older 
formations which have since disappear¬ 
ed. These basal beds have become 
curiously jointed, the joints being filled 
with ferruginous material. This is seen 
to the best advantage at the Tesselated 
Pavement, when' the cross-jointing is 
most regular. This is probably due to 
a mass of igneous material which was 
intruded into the rook immediately be¬ 
neath the portion now visible. The 
unrounding rock was raised to a high 
temperature, and, on cooling, took on 
the jointing of the intruded rock. 

The jointing along the lines of weak¬ 
ness has led to the formation of numer¬ 
ous eaves, arches, and chimney rocks. 
On the basal beds is resting a curious 
band of gritty sandstone, which appears 
faulted to different levels along the 
coast. Above this comes a zone filled 
with the remains of marine life, which 
again is succeeded by an almost barren 
zone. The chief fossils are Spiri f er 
convoluta. S. dairwinii, Productus 
braohythaerus, Platyscliisnin ocula, San 
gninolitps etheridgei, and the various 
Stenopoirie and Fenestell® together 
with Protoretepora ampla. 

The mudstones are succeeded by Jur¬ 
assic sandstones of the usual type. 
Cretaceous diabase has forced its way 
through the overlying strata, and is 
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now found capping the surrounding 
hills. Later sand-dunes fringe the hay 
• nd form tlie neck itself, a product of 
comparatively recent origin.' The'sink, 
mg of the land to the south of Tas¬ 
mania diverted the drainage from the 
Tasman Rosin into the “drown id val¬ 
ley’’ of Storm Hay, and permitted the 
silling up of the entrance to the form¬ 
er channei, the rift valley of Kagle- 
hawlc Bay. The sinking of the land 


to the east permitted an invasion of 
the sea, and the excessive erosion has 
resulted in the Hippolyte Rocks 
being isolated ten miles out to sea. 
These granite rocks are reported to be 
the home of numerous seals and sea¬ 
birds. A diabase sheet to the south is 
responsible for the curious “Lanterns” 
of h'oirtescue Bay, and the beautiful 
scenery of Cape Pillar and its vicinity. 


ORNITHOLOGICAL NOTES 

By Clive E. Lord, Curator of the Tasmanian Museum 


Taking into consideration tne beauti¬ 
ful weather experienced Ibis Easter, it 
is only natural to assume that Nature 
adorned herself for the occasion, as far 
as was in her power at this period of, 
lie rear. To relieve the dull autumn 
green of the enctdypts and beeches, the 
living gems of the forests—.ihe gaily 
coloured birds added tho final touch' 
to an already beautiful scene. 

Camped as we Were at the loot of a 
high wooded ridge, which sloped east¬ 
wards to the seashore, we were away 
from the haunts of the gem i-aq unit ic and 
wading birds, but the birds of the ocean 
were never far away. Looking across 
i he hay, gulls, terns. <1111110 ran Is, and 
penguins could usually be seen, while 
further out the ganuets plunged from 
the heights to secure their food, or the 
majestic albatross soared aloft. Around 
'lie shores patrolled a pair of sea eagles 
II. leueogaster), while over the ridge 
behind the camp a wedge-tailed eagle j 
U. aiulax 1 wheeled in stately circles, • 
and a brown hawk (H. liorigora) flew at 
a lower altitude. 

Occasionally the harsh notes of a flock J 
of black cockatoos (C. xanthonoiis) I 
would echo through the timber while ' 
around the camp numerous green parrots i 
iP. flaviventris) were always in evidence. 
To add to the colour effect, several 
rosellas (P. eximiusj would dart from 
tree to tree, their bright plumage show¬ 
ing to good effect In the sunlight. 

Around the camp the robins (P. leggi ' 
and T. phoenicea) added a touch of col- ; 
our us the male birds appeared in the 
full glory of tlieir new autumn plumage. 1 
An' occasional dusky robin (A. vittata) 
was also observed. Our t\io Tasmanian 
species of whistlers, tho grey-tailed (P. 
giacura) and the olive (P. olivacea) add¬ 
ed their quota to the melody of the avi- 


faunan choir, while the erratic actions 
and quaint notes of the dusky fantail (R. 
diemensis) were studied by all who visit¬ 
ed tin- creek which ran by the camp. 

Both the yellow-tailed (A, chrysorrea) 
and the brown-tailed acanehizas (A. die¬ 
mensis) were common, while the blue 
wren i.M. longicaudns) appeared to be 
fairly so. Tile liquid nodes of the whist¬ 
ling shrike thrush (C. selbii) were typical 
of the locality, and tho rich and re¬ 
sounding notes of this species were in 
marked contrast to the plaintive notes 
of tne pardulotes, which issued from 
the gums. 

The largest family gathering repre¬ 
sented were the lioneyeatci's (melipliagi- 
dre), of which no less than seven species 
were noted, the. majority in close proxi¬ 
mity to the camp. The strong-billed (M. 
validiostris) and the black cap (M. mel- 
Anqeeplialus) were around in numbers, 
while amid the lower vegetation the Tas¬ 
manian spinebill (A. dubius) Hiked from 
tree to tree. Both the yellow-throat (P. 
flavigul.il and the crescent honey cater 
II.. anstrnlasiiina) were often to bo seen, 
as well as an occasional New Holland 
honeyi'ater (M. aovie-hollandiiu). On one 
occasion even a wattle-bird (A. inauris) 
was noted. We did not observe many 
ravens (C. australis) during our stay, 
but that fine songster, the lesser white- 
backed magpie (Cl. orguuicum) added his 
song to the general melody of the birds. 
Whue the district under review does 
not lend itself as a home for many forms 
of bird life, several interesting forms 
were noted, and while the foregoing is 
by no means 11 complete list of all the 
species observed, it will serve to give a 
good idea of the general grouping of 
the avifauna of the locality in which 
we were camped. 
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